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Davis Law Group announces that it has recovered a $2
million dollar settlement in a Washington State drunk
driving case. The names of the parties are being withheld
due to a confidentiality provision demanded by the
insurance carriers during litigation.
The collision occurred when a vehicle driven by a drunk
driver crashed at a high speed. The driver was found to
have been legally intoxicated, and had a blood-alcohol
reading well above the legal limit of 0.08.
Davis Law Group represented a passenger that was
injured in the drunk driving crash. The victim sustained
multiple fractures including a mild traumatic brain injury.
The driver and the client were returning home after
drinking at a local tavern. The driver later pleaded guilty
to driving under the influence of intoxicating liquor.
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States Focus Efforts to Ban Drive-Up
Alcohol Sales

Spotting a Drunk Driver

lid on the drink, puts a straw through the
lid or removes part or all of the drink’s
contents. However, handing a fuming
alcoholic beverage with a straw hole
over to a driver seems like hardly the
best option for encouraging responsible
alcohol use.

The presence of drunk driving incidents
in our country has been around since
both alcohol and motor vehicles first
coexisted. In the last few decades, we
have continuously updated our policies
in order to prevent fatalities and injuries
from drunk driving collisions based on
experiences with past policies and a
common-sense approach to problem
solving. And though the United States
is a country focused on convenience,
especially when it comes to commerce,
the ease and convenience of drive-thru
liquor stores may be enabling drunken
driving practices.
A Foreign Concept to Washingtonians
To many residents in Washington
State, specifically those who have not
ventured outside of the northwest very
often, the concept of a drive-up liquor
store is foreign. For a state that was only
recently afforded the right to purchase
alcohol at grocery stores and minimarts, to imagine purchasing alcohol at
a drive-thru window is absurd.
But in other parts of the country, what
Washingtonians consider absurdity is
typical everyday life. In fact, a recent
USA Today article mentioned that as
many as 23 states allow some form of
drive-up or drive-through liquor sales.
In some southern states, such as
Louisiana, patrons can visit a drive-thru
liquor store and purchase “ready-todrink frozen alcoholic drinks made with
rum, vodka, tequila, or other alcohol with
concentrations as high as 190-proof
from their cars without breaking the
state’s open container law,” the article
reads.
Louisiana state law indicates that an
open container violation only occurs if
one of the car’s occupants removes the

DLG Proudly Supports ‘Walk Like
MADD’ - Help Eliminate Drunk Driving

Convenience Enables Drunk Driving
In 2009, a Texas man was driving
through Gregg County when he stopped
by Don’s Fly-Thru Beer Barn for his
second trip of the day. Having already
purchased a 30-pack of beer from Don’s
earlier that day, Robert Kirk decided to go
for another order of 30 canned alcoholic
beverages without even stepping out of
his truck. He would then go pick up two
friends; one of whom was dead and the
other paralyzed within a half-hour of the
deadly joyride.
Sadly, the story of Kirk and his two
friends is just one of thousands every
year; according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),
10,228 people died in alcohol-impaired
driver collisions in 2010. These fatalities
accounted for just below one-third –
approximately 31 percent – of all traffic
fatalities in the United States that year.
There is no data on how many of these
people had purchased alcohol from a
drive-thru store, but Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD) President Jan
Withers says the convenience of quick
alcohol sales is only hurting the cause.

Drunk drivers plague Washington State
roadways and put the health and safety of
responsible, sober drivers at risk every day.
According to national data from the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA),
approximately 40 percent of all drivers on
the road after midnight on the weekends are
impaired.
The NHTSA data also indicates that three
in every ten Americans (30 percent) will be
involved in an alcohol-related crash at some
point in their lifetime. That, combined with the
fact that driving under the influence of alcohol
is the most frequently committed violent crime
in the United States with more than 1.4 million
arrests annually, leads us to arrive at only one
conclusion; drunk driving happens way, way too
often.
Perhaps the most obvious sign of a drunk driver

is continuous swerving in and out of lanes.
Alcohol seriously impairs a person’s handeye coordination and visual judgment, which
essentially causes a drunk driver to continuously
overcorrect the vehicle.
Sometimes, an impaired driver is much less
subtle than those who are constantly crossing
the centerline. Driving without headlights on,
failure to use turn signals or brakes, narrowly
missing collisions over and over or other bizarre
behavior can be signs that a driver has had too
much to drink.
If you see a vehicle exhibiting any of the behavior
mentioned above on one of Washington State’s
roadways, the driver might be under the
influence of alcohol and pose a threat to the
safety of everyone else on the road. Call 911 or
alert local law enforcement if you think you see
a drunk driver and get them off of the road.

Attorney Chris Davis and the team
at Davis Law Group, P.S. are proud
to announce that for the second
consecutive year the firm is supporting
Washington State Mothers Against
Drunk Driving (MADD)’s Walk Like
MADD® fundraising event.
In Washington State 42% of all traffic
fatalities involve drunk driving.
The firm’s sponsorship will help MADD
Washington reach its fundraising goal
and the Davis Law Group employees
have also formed their own walk team
to raise even more money for MADD
Washington. Money raised at the

event will be put forth for educational
programs, awareness efforts and
victim support services in Washington
State.
“We are happy to assist MADD in any
way we can,” said Chris Davis, Davis
Law Group founder. “We believe in
the mission of MADD and hope that
other local businesses will join us and
become sponsors of this event.”
This year’s Walk Like MADD®
event will be on October 13th at
Seattle Center.
For additional
information about the event visit
www.walklikemadd.org/seattle.

MADD on Q13 FOX

“It gives the opportunity for many
more people to be on the road driving
impaired,” says Withers, whose 15-yearold daughter was killed by a drunk driver
in 1992.
Washington State Law prohibits the sale
or service of alcohol “by means of drivein or by curb service,” meaning that even
the recently-implemented alcohol sales
laws won’t permit stores to offer a drivethru option. Various cities around the
country have recently begun to adopt
bans on drive-thru sales to curb drunk
driving incidents resulting in fatalities,
while other states (such as New Mexico)
have had effective bans for years.

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accident cases, medical malpractice, and insurance issues. It is not intended to be legal advice and
does not constitute attorney-client relationship. Every case is different. To discuss your individual case call Davis Law Group at 206-727-4000.

MADD Washington Volunteer Mischelle
Davis, wife of attorney Chris Davis, was
interviewed by Seattle’s Q13 Fox News on
June 1st to discuss the issue of under age
drinking in Washington State. Nationally,
hundreds of teen and youth drivers are killed
each year in drinking and driving collisions.
Summer months can be among the most
deadly.
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