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Child Injury Accidents
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Facts, Figures, and Statistics
Car Accidents
Nearly 250,000 children are injured every year in car accidents. This means that on any given day
nearly 700 children are harmed due to accidents on our roadways. Source: National Center for Statistics and Analysis (NCSA)
Child Pedestrian Accidents
Pedestrians account for about 30% of all traffic fatalities involving children under the age of 15 years. In Washington State alone, between 10 and
15 children who die every year in car accidents are pedestrians. Source: Washington Traffic Safety Commission
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Dog Bites
There are more than 1 million dog bites reported each year. And there are estimates that an equal number of dog bites (1 million) go unreported
every year. Approximately 60% involve an injury to a child. Seventy percent (70%) of dog bite wounds are inflicted on the child’s face. Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
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Playground Injures
More than 200,000 children ages 14 and younger are treated at emergency rooms each year for playground-related injuries. About 45% of injuries
on playgrounds are severe, i.e., fractures, internal injuries, concussions, dislocations and amputations. Source: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC)
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Burned In Seattle Area
Hospital
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Backup Accidents
Approximately 50 children are injured or killed every week as a result of vehicles backing up. Source: Kids and Cars (www.kidsandcars.org)
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Bicycle Accidents
More than 130 children die every year in bicycle accidents and approximately 270,000 are treated in emergency rooms for injuries. Source: Safe
Kids USA (www.safekids.org)

I know a child who has been injured through the negligence of another.
What should I do? Answer: Get a copy of Little Kids, Big Accidents and learn about the rights of
the child and the parents in injury cases. It’s FREE as a public service to injured WA citizens! Visit:

www.
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Attorney Chris Davis Publishes New Book
To Help Parents Protect Their Kids
“Little Kids, Big Accidents,” Helps Parents Understand the Settlement & Legal
Process Involving Injured Children

S

eattle attorney and father, Christopher M. Davis, has authored a new
book written to help parents protect
the legal rights of their children injured in preventable accidents. The book, Little Kids, Big Accidents, discusses a topic that is
every parent’s worst nightmare – what to do
when your child has been hurt in an accident.
The book is designed to
help parents navigate the
legal process and discusses cases ranging
from playground accidents to medical malpractice, and dog bites to
wrongful death.
“As a lawyer, and a father, some of the most
tragic and heartwrenching cases I see are
those involving children,”
says Davis. “When a child
has been seriously injured, the parents are
often both angry and
sad, sometimes filled
with guilt, and basically
overwhelmed with the legal and insurance
claims process that may ensue.”
Nationally hundreds of thousands of children
are injured each year in preventable accidents.
For example, the National Center for Statistics
and Analysis reports that nearly 250,000 children are injured every year in car accidents.
And according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention of the more than 1 million

dog bites reported each year approximately 60%
involve children.
In Little Kids, Big Accidents, Davis offers basic
facts about typical accident claims involving children; defines the legal and settlement process for
child injury claims; gives tips on dealing with insurance companies; offers insight into how child injury claims are valued; and discusses common questions and
legal issues that are often present in cases involving children,
as well as the common pitfalls
and traps to avoid. Davis also
helps parents understand the
pros and cons of hiring an attorney to represent their child.
"Attorneys who genuinely care
about their clients and have the
necessary expertise are hard to
find, but easy to spot,” says San
Francisco lawyer Vaughan de
Kirby about Davis. “In writing
Little Kids, Big Accidents, Mr.
Davis leaves no doubt that he is
such an attorney.” Mr. de Kirby
states, “Armed with experience,
knowledge and compassion, Mr. Davis has created
a book that will guide parents through the frightening and confusing process of seeking fair redress for their children’s injuries."
Virginia attorney Sandra Rohrstaff said, “This book
is the most valuable tool a parent could ask for in
the awful event that a child is injured by someone
else. It is comprehensive – a real ‘soup to nuts’
look at the process from beginning to end. Here
Continued on page 2.

For more articles, reports, studies, videos, news, and commentary on these and other legal matters...

Visit our web site at www.DavisLawGroupSeattle.com
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Davis Authors New ‘Child Accident Book’

7-Week Old Infant Burned In Seattle Hospital

cont.
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are the questions to ask, the traps to avoid, and the tools to get you and your family
through the scariest thing a parent can endure. Every parent who reads this book will
be better prepared to help their own child.”
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Over 100+ pages of information. Read Little Kids, Big Accidents to:
• Learn if you actually have a legal claim for injuries sustained by your child.
• Find out who can be declared negligent; the child, the parents, other parties, etc.
• Understand the statute of limitations for accident cases in Washington state.
• Become acquainted with the considerations involved with children testifying in
court.
• Gain valuable insight into how insurance companies deal with child accident
claims.
• Learn the considerations when injuries include traumatic brain injury and how to
prove TBI
• Discover how Washington state’s wrongful death law
applies to cases involving a child
• Learn the common considerations for dog bite and
animal attack claims.
• Become familiar with the role of settlement guardian
ad litem (SGAL).
• Understand the impact of minor settlement on government assistance or other types of benefits.

ast year our firm dealt with a case that touched the hearts of everyone in the office. We will keep all of the
details confidential to protect the identity of the family. In that case we filed suit on behalf of a 7 week-old
infant that suffered full thickness and 3rd degree burns to her arm while under the care of Seattle area hospital.

The infant was taken to the emergency room with a high fever. The nursing staff attempted to draw blood from the
child. A nurse had trouble locating a vein in the child's arm. So she applied a "warm pack" to the infant's arm and then
wrapped the pack with a diaper. The "warm pack" was left on the baby's arm for approximately 5-7 months resulting in
3rd degree burns.
It was clear to us that the hospital and its nursing staff breached the standard of care. We believe that the hospital
committed gross negligence by wrapping this infant's arm with a warm pack, and that this should never have happened. And experts in the field told us that you never, ever wrap a child's arm with a warm pack, especially to a small
infant that cannot communicate pain or discomfort.

Children & School Bus Accidents
School bus-related
bus
accidents
send 17,000 U.S. children to
emergency rooms each year.
Nearly one-fourth
one
of the accidents occur when children are
boarding or exiting school
buses, while crashes account for
42 percent.

“I wrote this book to create awareness about children and
injury accidents so that parents and family members can
take appropriate precautions to avoid them,” says Davis.
“And to offer some knowledge and comfort to those parents who find themselves in the awful position of having a child who has been seriously injured due to someone’s negligence or carelessness.”

The baby's parents are very upset that this has occurred, no less in a hospital where life is supposed to be protected. The mother and father were very angry, as you can imagine. Especially
when the hospital attempted to deny that a burn occurred. Initially the hospital staff tried to tell
the mother that the burn was just a "chemical reaction" to the warm pack.
In papers filed with the court, the hospital has denied any negligence or wrongdoing. According to
the hospital, the nurse wrapped the baby's arm with a wet warm diaper and not a warm pack. But
we do not believe that you can inflict the damage that we saw to this poor child's arm with just a
wet diaper. The parents were adamant that the hospital used a warm pack, and photos of the
baby's arm strongly suggest that mom's account was true.

The baby later received treatment at a burn center of another Seattle hospital. Fortunately, the
baby did not require skin grafts, but she will have permanent scarring and possibly loss of range of
motion to her arm when she gets older.

The book is published by Word Association Press and is available for $19.95 at Amazon.com. As a public service to citizens in Washington State, a person can order a free
copy of the book by visiting www.ChildAccidentBook.com. 

The mother and father were instructed by the doctors to clean the wound and scrape away dead tissue every day over
a 9-week period. Cleaning a 3rd degree burn every day was very painful, and what this baby went through in recovery
is just heart-wrenching. It was also traumatic for Mom and Dad to watch their child in so much pain every day.

Author Information

We settled the claim with the hospital earlier this year. The details of the settlement are confidential. And by all accounts she is a happy and healthy child. 

Christopher Michael Davis, Attorney at Law
Mr. Davis has been recognized as a “Rising Star Attorney” and a “Super Lawyer” in consecutive years
by the legal publication Washington Law & Politics. He has also been listed by WLP in ‘Who’s Who in
Personal Injury Law’ (The top 40 PI attorneys in
Washington). In 2007, Mr. Davis was appointed to
the Board of Governors of the Washington State
Trial Lawyers Association. In 2008, Mr. Davis was
recognized as a lawyer in the “Top 100 Trial Lawyers
in WA State” by the American Trial Lawyers Association.

© Davis Law Group, P.S. All Rights Reserved.

Author Chris Davis and his children.
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accidents cases, medical malpractice, and insurance issues. It is not intended to be legal advice and does not constitute attorney-client relationship. Every case is different.

Secret Recipe For Great Holiday Meals
By Mischelle Weedman-Davis, Davis Law Group, Client Relations Manager
I just have to share this with all our friends. Over the past year we are getting more and more busy as the law firm
grows. After a long day I don’t really feel like going home to cook a big meal. But family dinners are very important to
us. I had to find a way to strike a balance. What I found was Savory Moment (formerly known as Month of Meals), a
company that provides chef prepared meals for busy working families. We now get restaurant quality meals that take just minutes to prepare at home. These are not “assembled”
meals that you have to cook. Everything is cooked and ready to re-heat. The whole family
loves the food and I love how easy it to prepare…and the fact that there is not a big mess
to clean up after. This year I am even going to use Savory Moment to help me serve an
amazing Thanksgiving meal. You can get Savory Moment to help you too. Just visit:
www.SavoryMoment.com

They deliver!!!

COMMUNICATION POLICY: Generally Mr. Davis does not take unscheduled phone calls. This allows him to focus and pay more attention to

individual cases resulting in higher quality legal services. This policy also helps Mr. Davis resolve cases more quickly. This is a lot better than the
endless game of “phone tag” played by most attorneys and businesses today. To schedule a phone call or in-person appointment with Mr. Davis
call 206-727-4000.

