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Why You Should Increase Your Car
Insurance Coverage During A Recession

M

any people think that it will never happen
to them, but car accidents are the #1
cause of accidental disability and death in
the United States. There are more than 6
million accidents each year which cause 3 million injuries
and more than 42,500 deaths. That means that you have
a better than 90% chance of getting into a car accident
during your lifetime. Every year hundreds of people in
Washington state are permanently disabled and killed in
car accidents caused by drivers with little or no insurance. What many don't know is that Washington law
only requires $25,000 in insurance coverage for bodily
injuries. With the cost of medical care increasing each
year, often this amount barely covers a trip to the hospital and follow-up medical care. Statistically, about 12%
of people don't carry any car insurance. We estimate
that another 70% don't have enough coverage. When
the economy slows down, we believe many people will
either cancel their policy or reduce coverage to save
money.
So, what happens if you are involved in a car accident
with an uninsured driver and can’t return to work? What
can be done to protect you and your family from irresponsible and uninsured drivers? Answer: Buy the most
uninsured motorist (UM) coverage you can afford. UM
provides coverage for injuries and damages caused by
someone who is either uninsured or underinsured. The
insurance companies probably won’t tout the benefits of
UM coverage. But dollar for dollar, UM coverage is the
best value there is. Usually UM coverage is much
cheaper than typical liability coverage (i.e., coverage
which protects you from damages you cause another).
UM coverage also includes underinsured motorist (UIM)
coverage. Let’s say another driver causes you permanent
injuries and you’re forced off work for months. But the
at-fault driver only has the minimum insurance coverage
limits of $25,000, while your medical bills, wages and
other damages total much, much more. This is where
UIM coverage helps. Your UIM policy adds an additional
layer of coverage if the at-fault driver is underinsured.
That’s why you should purchase as much UM/UIM you
can afford.

UM/UIM coverage also protects you if you’re the victim
of a "hit and run" accident or an accident that was
caused by a “phantom” driver that cannot be found.
Okay, how much does UM/UIM cost? A recent survey
of the leading insurance companies who provide this
type of coverage showed that for most drivers the difference between a $25,000 UM policy and a $500,000
UM policy is much less than a few dollars per day.
Sometimes the difference is a lot lower, like pennies per
day. You should contact your auto carrier for a quote
on the differences in UM/UIM coverage that can be
offered.
The content of this article contains general statements,
is not intended as legal advice or legal opinions and
does not create an attorney-client relationship. Do not
act or rely upon the information in this article without
seeking the advice of an attorney. Changes in the law
occur frequently. You should therefore consult with an
experienced attorney with respect to your particular
issue or question. 

For more articles, reports, studies, videos, news, and commentary on these and other legal matters...

Visit our web site at www.DavisLawGroupSeattle.com
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Ask The Attorney: Bicycle Law
Question: Where is a bicycle
rider legally permitted to
ride? On the street? On the
sidewalk? Both?
Answer: Washington state law states that persons
riding bicycles are still subject to the duties and obligations of motor vehicle drivers. The law, RCW
46.61.755, also states that bicycle riders are granted
all of the rights applicable to persons who are driving a car.
Washington law also requires bicycle riders to use
appropriate hand signals when turning left
or right, or when stopping. See RCW
46.61.758. The law also states that every person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed
slower than normal flow of traffic shall ride as near to the right side of the right through lane
as is safe except as may be appropriate while preparing to make or while making turning
movements, or while overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the
same direction. See RCW 46.61.770.
The law also states that a person operating a bicycle on a one-way street that has two or more
marked traffic lanes, may ride as near to the left side of the left through lane as is safe. A person operating a bicycle upon a roadway may use the shoulder of the roadway or any specially
designated bicycle lane if such exists.

The right-of-way between a bicycle and motor vehicle is often
highly dependent on the facts of the situation. Therefore, a serious accident involving a bicyclist and a car must be investigated
thoroughly. Witness statements should be obtained. Sometimes
an accident reconstruction expert should be involved immediately to inspect the scene, obtain physical evidence and take
other measurements, so enough evidence is collected to prove
liability. 
If you have a question for Ask The Attorney just send it to
info@injurytriallawyer.com and put “Ask The Attorney” in the
subject line. Or if you need to speak with a qualified personal
injury attorney you can call 206-727-4000 to schedule a FREE

Get Connected to
Attorney Chris Davis
In the virtual world of the Internet, social media is
the way that people get connected and stay connected on the Web. To learn more about Chris
Davis and Davis Law Group make a connection.

LinkedIn
http://www.linkedin.com/in/
christophermdavis
MySpace
http://www.myspace.com/
davislawgroup
Twitter
http://twitter.com/Chris_Davis
Facebook
http://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=787473763
Friendster
http://profiles.friendster.com/davislawgroup

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accidents cases, medical malpractice, and insurance issues. It is not intended to be legal advice and does not constitute attorney-client relationship. Every case is different.
To discuss your individual case call Davis Law Group at 206-727-4000.

© Davis Law Group, P.S. All Rights Reserved.

Washington law is clear that bicycle riders must exercise appropriate due care and caution just like
motor vehicle operators. This
means bicycle riders have a duty to avoid causing a collision,
and not to engage in conduct that is considered careless or negligent.
Christopher M. Davis
Attorney At Law
Seattle, WA
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Learn how to protect
yourself and your family with
these FREE books.
The Ten Biggest Mistakes That Can Wreck Your Washington Accident
Case is intended to help accident victims who have been injured in
Washington State. The book addresses various aspects of the insurance
claims and civil litigation processes that are common in personal injury
cases. It covers a wide array of accident claims topics such as, “What is a
Personal Injury or Accident Case?”, “How Do You Determine the Value
of a Personal Injury Case?”, and “Do you really need an attorney?” The
book also details how to work with a claims adjustor, medical treatment
considerations, and the different avenues of the legal process such as
mandatory arbitration.

In Little Kids, Big Accidents: What Every Parent Should Know About
Children & Accidents Davis offers basic facts about typical accident
claims involving children; defines the legal and settlement process for
child injury claims; gives tips on dealing with insurance companies; offers insight into how to determine the value of a child injury claim; and
discusses common questions and legal issues that are often present in
cases involving children. Davis also helps parents understand the
pros and cons of hiring an attorney to represent their child.

Get a FREE booklet
“The
The Smart Consumer's Guide To Hiring A
Great Lawyer”
Lawyer when you order any book.
COMING IN FEBRUARY 2009
In When The Dog Bites: The Essential Guide To Dog Bite
Claims In Washington Davis explores the legal rights of dog bite
victims; outlines the legal and settlement process for dog bite claims;
gives tips on dealing with insurance companies; answers common questions asked by dog owners and bite victims; and address legal issues that
are often present in animal attack cases.

To Get Your FREE Books Visit:

DavisLawGroupSeattle

www.

.com

COMMUNICATION POLICY: Generally Mr. Davis does not take unscheduled phone calls. This allows him to focus and pay more attention to
individual cases resulting in higher quality legal services. This policy also helps Mr. Davis resolve cases more quickly. This is a lot better than the
endless game of “phone tag” played by most attorneys and businesses today. To schedule a phone call or in-person appointment with Mr. Davis
call 206-727-4000.

Car Crashes Are The No. 1 Killer
of American Teens

C

ar crashes are the No. 1 killer of American teens. More than 5,000 teens die on American roads every year, according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety.

The Holiday Teen Driving Hotspots study examines recent federal crash statistics,
Allstate claims data on teen collisions, and U.S. Census Bureau statistics to score
metro areas across the nation on rates of fatal crashes involving teen drivers during the holidays.
The study was conducted by Allstate in conjunction with Sperling's BestPlaces, a Portland, Ore.,
research firm specializing in demographic studies and analysis.
Deadliest cities: Jacksonville; Columbus, Ohio; Richmond, Va.; Birmingham, Ala.; Orlando;
Phoenix; Las Vegas; Philadelphia; Sacramento; and St. Louis.

"One interesting fact we uncovered in analyzing the data over eight years is a strong association
between the rate of fatal accidents and areas that were more rural and less densely populated," Sperling's President Bert
Sperling said. "In other words, areas that were less densely populated had a significantly higher rate of fatal accidents."
Sperling theorizes that accidents in larger, denser cities may occur at lower speeds, causing economic damage but not as
likely to be fatal as high-speed accidents.
The grades were based mostly on fatal crash rates per 100,000 teen drivers in a metro area, but were also influenced by accidents per capita and seatbelt regulations. Car crashes are the top killer of U.S. teens. More than 5,000 teens die on the nation's roads every year, according to the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety. 
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