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There has been much debate about the legal drinking age 
in the United States compared to the rest of the world. With 
help from MADD, or Mothers Against Drunk Driving, the 
most commonly asked questions are answered, providing 
information to help America’s youth understand the rea-
soning behind waiting until the age of 21 to legally drink 
alcohol.

What is the history of the 21 age law?

The 21 Minimum Drinking Age Act was signed by Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan on July 17, 1984. Before this federal 
law was passed, states were able to have different drink-
ing ages which led to calling state lines “blood borders” 
because teens would often go to another state to drink and 
then drive home under the influence. But by 1988, all 50 
states, including Washington D.C. passed the 21 minimum 
drinking age law.

Why is the legal drinking age 21 and not 18?

Before the minimum age was set to 21, there was a sig-
nificant amount of fatal crashes mainly involving the 18-
20 age group. When the law was passed, alcohol-related 
deaths made a dramatic decrease up to 28 percent in 
many states. Also, the brain does not stop developing until 
the early 20’s, and alcohol can hamper development, es-
pecially impacting memory, judgment and learning capa-
bilities. So this law is helping growing brains by allowing 
them to mature before alcohol is consumed legally. Re-
search shows that the 21 law saves about 1,000 lives per 
year and if the drinking age was lowered, fatalities would 
significantly increase and hamper such growing success.

What else does the 21 law help prevent?

More than 6,000 youth ages 15-20 die annually due to 
alcohol-related causes including homicides, suicides, and 

Drinking Age Law
History, Statistics, Accidents and the Law

...continues on page 2

PRSRT STD
US Postage

PA I d
Seattle, WA

Permit #2500

special

© Davis Law Group, P.S.™ All Rights Reserved

™
™

™

edition

The Washington State chapter of Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving® (MADD) is calling 
for walkers to support its Walk Like MADD® 
fundraising walk in Seattle’s Greenlake Park 
on October 29th. 

MADD expects hundreds of walkers to show 
up for the event.  

Event Details

Date: October 29, 2011

Location: Greenlake Park

Schedule: 9:00am Walk Starts

Walkers can visit www.walklikemadd.org 
to register, donate or get more information.

“Walk Like MADD” - Help Eliminate Drunk Driving

There is 
Absolutely 

Nothing 
Accidental About 
a ‘Drunk Driving 

Accident’”
“

-Chris Davis

Washington State
Drunk Driving 
Collision Victim Handbook
Available Exclusively at
WashingtonAccidentBooks.com



Seattle drunk driving victim lawyer Chris Davis is an-
nouncing that his firm, Davis Law Group, P.S., will donate 
$500 to Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) Pacific 
Northwest Region for every drunk driving collision case 
that his law firm settles or takes to verdict. 

“Although both nationally and in Washington state drunk 
driving incidents and fatalities are down overall, driving 
while intoxicated is still a huge problem,” said Davis.  “The 
drunken driving injury and wrongful death cases that our 
firm handles are heart-wrenching and our staff takes a 
particular interest in helping these clients get justice.”

You can do your part to help stop drunk driving in Wash-
ington State. Visit www.MaddWashington.com today to 
make a donation or volunteer to help.

Washington State Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving vol-
unteers Stacey Rhodes and 
Mischelle Davis (wife of attorney 
Chris Davis) are interviewed by 
KOMO4 News Mary Nam re-
garding the underage drinking 
and driving during Prom and 
Graduation season.  They also 
discuss the “100 deadliest days” 
for drinking and driving fatalities 
and MADD’s new Power of Par-
ents program. 

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accident cases, medical malpractice, and insurance issues. It is not intended to be legal advice and 
does not constitute attorney-client relationship. Every case is different. To discuss your individual case call Davis Law Group at 206-727-4000.  

Wheels of Justice: The Essen-
tial Guide to Bicycle Accident 
Law in Washington State 
offers basic facts about typical 
accident claims involving cy-
clists, gives tips on dealing with 
insurance companies, offers in-
sight into how bicycle accident 
injury claims are valued, and dis-
cusses common questions and 
legal issues that are often pres-
ent in bicycle collision cases.

unintentional injuries such as traffic crashes, drowning, or falls. Alcohol 
consumption also poses additional risks of increased violence, alcohol 
poisoning, and black outs. Also, the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services has connected alcohol consumption to two-thirds of all 
sexual assaults and date rapes.

How has the 21 minimum drinking age law made an impact?

Studies have shown that education and stricter DUI penalties are not 
effective in reducing youth drinking. After the 21 drinking age law was 
enacted, there was an immediate decline in alcohol-related crashes 
among the 18-20 year-old age range. This proves that environment 
change is needed to achieve long-term changes that effect alcohol as-
sumption in teens. Before the minimum drinking law, 16 to 20 year-olds 
were the most common drunk drivers, but after the law was enacted, the 
most common age is now 21 to 24 year-olds.

How has underage drinking changed since the federal drinking law was 
passed in 1984?

Between 1975 and 2004, the 21 drinking age law saved nearly 24,000 
lives. The 8,000 annual deaths in 1984 due to underage drinking have 
decreased by almost 25 percent. In the early 80’s, more than 5,000 
young people were killed annually involving drivers under the age of 21 
but in 2005, that number had been cut down to only 2,000.
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COMMUNICATION POLICY:  Generally Mr. Davis does not take unscheduled phone calls.  This allows him to focus and pay more attention to individual cases resulting in higher 
quality legal services.  This policy also helps Mr. Davis resolve cases more quickly. To schedule a phone call or in-person appointment with Mr. Davis call 206-727-4000. 

On March 21, 2011, Seattle drunk driving accident 
victim’s rights attorney Chris Davis was asked by 
KIRO7 News to comment on the Seattle police 
investigation into allegations of the mishandling 
of dozens of drunk-diriving cases by members of 
the department’s DUI squad.  The investigation is 
focused on accusations that arrest reports were 
not screened and properly approved by a super-
vising sergeant in the DUI Squad.

History of AlcoholMADD Mothers 
Speak Out

Donations to Eliminate 
Drunk Driving

New Books by attorney 
Christopher Davis

DLG Cases in the Works
Dog Bite at Birthday Party

Seven year old boy was attacked by neighbor’s dog at a birthday party.  
The boy suffered deep lacerations and gouges to his left eye which will 
leave him with permanent scarring even with laser revision surgery. 

Surgical Tool Left in Body after Surgery

A military veteran discovered five years after having abdominal surgery 
that her surgeon left a sponge inside of her.  Her current surgeon de-
scribes the sponge as an “infected tangled mess.”  

Drunk Driving Party Girl Kills Nurse

Home health nurse killed by drunk driving party girl in head-on crash on 
her way to a patient’s home.  The drunk driver was arrested last year for 
drunk driving and is now charged with violating the terms of her parole.  

Reimbursment of Overtime Wages

Former employee of an international energy drink manufacturer is seeking 
damages for withheld overtime wages and unreimbursed expenses that 
he advanced on his employer’s behalf.  

Drunk Driver Crashes into Police Officer and Client

Our client was severely injured when a drunk driver plowed into the squad 
car of the Washington State Trooper who had pulled him over.  The Troop-
er and our client were in front of our client’s vehicle when the drunk driver 
hit the squad car, pushing it into our client’s vehicle, which ultimately hit the 
Trooper then pinned our client underneath his vehicle. 

Seattle Police DUI 
Squad Investigation

The consequences of driving drunk are serious and 
real. And during holidays and holiday weekends the risk 
is even greater.  According to the U.S. Transportation 
Secretary, traffic safety data from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration shows that the daily death 
toll from drunk driving crashes during holiday weekends 
is significantly more than other times of the year.

NHTSA data shows that from 2001-2005, an average of 
36 fatalities occurred per day on America’s roadways as 
a result of crashes involving an alcohol-impaired driver. 
That number increases to 45 per day during holiday 
periods and jumps to 54 per day over the New Year’s 
holiday. Thirty-eight percent of all traffic fatalities during 
the Christmas period occurred in crashes involving a 
drunk driver or motorcycle rider and 41 percent during 
the New Year’s period. This compares with 31 percent 
for the year as a whole.

Below are the dates and holidays most associated with 
drunk driving wrecks in the United States. 

Driving with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of .08 or high-
er is illegal in all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  

If you choose to celebrate a holiday by drinking and then 
driving a vehicle, not only do you risk killing yourself or 
someone else, but the trauma and financial costs of a 
crash or an arrest for driving drunk can be devastating.  
Celebrate smart.  Stay alive, don’t drink and drive.

Top 10 Holidays 
Associated With Drunk 
Driving Collisions

Right of Way: The Essential 
Guide to Pedestrian Accident 
Law in Washington State 
is a must read for anyone who 
has been injured in a pedestrian 
or crosswalk accident. It helps 
pedestrian accident victims un-
derstand the pros and cons of 
hiring an attorney to represent 
their case. 

Like our friends at Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD), at Davis Law 
Group we believe that there is no such 
thing as a ‘drunk driving accident’. 
Drunken driving collisions result from 
carelessness or deliberate dangerous 
driving (under the influence of alcohol), 
not from circumstances beyond the con-
trol of the at-fault driver.  Car crashes that 
are caused by a drunk driver are entirely 
avoidable. 

Unfortunately, there are still irresponsible 
people who will get behind the wheel of 
a motor vehicle after consuming alco-
hol. It seems that no matter how tough 
drunk driving laws may be, drunk driv-
ing collision victims continue to suffer at 
the hands of people who just don’t think 
that drunk driving is serious. You can 
help make a difference. Support MADD 
by making a donation that will help raise 
awareness and save lives.

Support MADD

Visit www.MaddWashington.com

Available at WashingtonAccidentBooks.com


