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$4.0 Million Settlement Recovered   
In Wrongful Death Case 

T 
he two insurance companies for W.A. Botting Com-
pany, a mechanical contractor located in Woodin-
ville, WA, have agreed to pay $4,000,000 (Four Mil-
lion Dollars) to settle a wrongful death lawsuit filed 

in King County Superior Court.  Davis Law Group reported on 
this case back in September 2007.  The case arises out of a 
traffic accident that occurred at 1:00 pm on May 25, 2007 in 
south King County.  An employee of W.A. Botting fell asleep 
while driving a company truck, then went off the road and 
broadsided another vehicle at 50 mph.  The woman in that 
vehicle, Sandy Johnson, 41, was pronounced dead at the 
scene.   
 
Sandy Johnson left four surviving children, ages 5, 6, 13 and 21.  At the time of her death, Sandy was working 
as a caregiver for Catholic Community Services.  She had just left a client’s home and was stopped in her ve-

hicle waiting to enter onto Auburn Way.  She was on 
her way to care for another client when she was 
killed.  The employee testified at his deposition that 
he made eye contact with Ms. Johnson right before 
she was hit. 
 
The lawyers for W.A. Botting initially denied liability 
for the accident, but later changed their minds after 
several months of litigation.  Mr. Davis  hired experts, 
including a grief counselor and neuropsychologist, to 
evaluate and test the children who were all found to 
have special needs.  A substantial amount of discov-
ery was done in the case, including more than 10 
depositions and a summary judgment hearing.  The 
case settled after two mediation sessions, and within 
two weeks before trial.    
 

The settlement proceeds will be divided among the chil-
dren based on their needs, with most likely going to the two younger children now ages 6 and 7.  The settle-
ment must be approved by the King County Superior Court.  � 

DLG founder Chris Davis is interviewed by KOMO4 TV 
News  about the $4 Million wrongful death settlement. 

KOMO4 TV News  pictures of the accident scene.   

Davis Law Group Is Very Proud To Be The Official  Helmet Sponsor For 
STAR 101.5’s Bikes for Kids Program 

D 
avis Law Group is pleased to participate in the STAR 101.5 

Kent and Alan's Bikes for Kids program.  Nominate a local, 

deserving child to get a new bike, helmet, and lock!  The 

program will be giving away a new bike EVERY weekday in 

April! Then, EVERY Wednesday May through October! � 
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This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accidents cases, medical malpractice, and insurance issues.  It is not intended to 
be legal advice and does not constitute attorney-client relationship.  Every case is different.   To discuss your individual case call Davis Law Group at 206-727-4000.   

Crosswalk/Pedestrian Accidents Are Increasing 

M 
SNBC reports that there have been a rash of pedestrian acci-

dents in Snohomish County over the last few weeks.  Since 

mid-February, at least five (5) teenagers have been hit by 

trucks or cars while walking along Snohomish County roads. 

“I’m not even sure why this is happening,” says Kristen Thortenson, a spokes-

person for the Marysville Fire District and Snohomish County SafeKIDS. “Kids 

are paying less attention, and so are drivers.” 

Although none of the young people were killed, most of them were taken to 

Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, the top trauma center in the North-

west region.  One boy suffered what has been described a “life-changing” 

injury, but no other details were given. 

Experts believe there may be several factors at play, which may explain the rash of pedestrian accidents involving 

teens.  Teenagers are still growing and they may not be used to these changes, and may make risky decisions (like dart-

ing across the street at night).  

The switch to daylight savings may also play a factor.  Typical a time change will bring an increase in 

accidents because people are not used to the time change.  

Drivers today may also be failing to pay enough attention, especially when more and more peo-

ple are using cell phones and other technological devices while driving. 

All of us, pedestrians and drivers, need to take greater precautions, especially at night.  I would 

also advise teens to avoid walking along county or rural roads at night, without other traffic con-

trol measures present (like lights, sidewalks, etc.).  

I’ve also written in previous posts that Washington law imposes a duty of care on BOTH driv-

ers AND pedestrians.  This means each person has to act carefully in consideration of the cir-

cumstances that are present.  Determining fault in auto-pedestrian cases can be challenging and 

complex.  Often times the determination of who caused or contributed to the accident is heavily 

dependent on the facts.  A change in one fact can lead to a different conclusion when it comes 

to deciding who should be charged for causing the accident. � 

K 
IRO TV’s Jenni Hogan recently reported on the top five trouble spots on roadways in the Puget Sound region of Washington.

information was gleaned from information provided by WSDOT and the WSP.

from the Boeing Freeway to the 88th Street exit.

speeders.  4. Interstate 405 and state Route 167 interchange in Renton.

eral way. There were 654 incidents recorded (almost 2 incidents reported each day on average!)

 WSDOT and WSP say that driver distraction and inattention are very common causes of the incidences they respond to on a daily b

accident cases.  Here are some of the explanations or reasons I see in my practice as to why the accident took place.

time:  putting on make-up; talking on a cell phone;  texting on a cell phone;  taking photos with the cell phone;  talking to a 

document while driving;  fell asleep;  playing with the radio;  holding a pet dog or cat; eating food.

People need to remember that they should focus 100% of their attention on the road and vehicle ahead! 

Seattle’s Worst Spots For  

Car Accidents & Top Car  

Accident Causes 

Pedestrian Accident Facts 
• Pedestrian Deaths in 1997: 5,321 
• Pedestrian Deaths in 2007: 4,654 (NHTSA Traffic 

Safety Facts) 
• Reduction in pedestrian deaths between 1997 and 

2007: 13 percent 
• Pedestrian Injuries in 1997: 77,000 
• Pedestrian Injuries in 2007: 70,000 (NHTSA Traffic 

Safety Facts) 
• Reduction in pedestrian injuries between 1997 and 

2007: 9 percent 
• The total cost of pedestrian death and injury among 

children ages 14 and younger is $5.2 billion per year 
(Safe Kids Worldwide). 



 

 

COMMUNICATION POLICY:  Generally Mr. Davis does not take unscheduled phone calls.  This allows him to focus and pay 
more attention to individual cases resulting in higher quality legal services.  This policy also helps Mr. Davis resolve cases 
more quickly.  This is a lot better than the endless game of “phone tag” played by most attorneys and businesses today.  To schedule a phone call or in-person 
appointment with Mr. Davis call 206-727-4000.  
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WARNING: What is in your Facebook profile, webpage, 
or blog site could damage your personal injury claim 
and cost you money.  

P 
erhaps you have read about employers and/or potential employers using social media websites such as 
Facebook as a component of background and reference checks.  Well, they are not the only ones who may 
use social media and other types of internet websites to learn about your life.  Insurance companies are 
catching on to the fact that these sites are full of valuable personal information.   

 
For professional "fact-gatherers" such as insurance adjusters, claims handlers/adjusters, insurance defense attorneys 
and private investigators, the vast wealth of information that people freely volunteer on personal web pages, blogs 
and social networking sites such as Facebook, MySpace, LinkedIn, Twitter and others can be a veritable goldmine.  
The same is true of publicly accessible photo sharing sites and video sites such as YouTube, Flickr and more.   
 
An investigator assigned to conduct surveillance of an accident victim will also conduct internet "surveillance".  Par-
ticularly in the context of a personal injury claim, the information contained in a these web pages, blog sites or social 
networking profiles may be highly relevant to matters at issue in 
litigation.   
 
Insurance companies can look at this public information to: 

• confirm or disprove the severity of a person’s injuries; 

• confirm or disprove ability to resume normal activities and 
sports; 

• confirm or disprove ability to work; 

• Confirm or disprove ability to interact normally with family members, etc. 
 
The information in blogs, video and photo sharing sites, and social networking profiles can make or break a case.  If 
you have been injured in an accident and are seeking compensation from the responsible party you must be mindful 
of how others may perceive even the most innocent and seemingly irrelevant information on your pages/profiles.  
Insurance companies are experts at taking a few of these little bits of information and twisting them to make it seem 
as though you are/were not injured, etc.  
 
The Davis Law Group asks our injured clients not to make their lives an online open book until the conclusion of their 
case.  Injured victims should pay close attention to what is included on these sites. This includes not only their own 
profiles, but also information about them which may appear on friends and family members' profiles as well 

(tagged photos). ���� 

recently reported on the top five trouble spots on roadways in the Puget Sound region of Washington.  Ms. Hogan is the morning traffic anchor for KIRO TV.  The 

information was gleaned from information provided by WSDOT and the WSP.  These “trouble spots” are as follows (in the order of least severity):  5. Interstate 5 through Everett, 

from the Boeing Freeway to the 88th Street exit. WSP and WSDOT responded to 480 incidents in this stretch during 2008. The WSP reports that most incidences were caused by 

4. Interstate 405 and state Route 167 interchange in Renton. There were 612 incidents recorded in this area.  3. Interstate 5 from Fife to Fed-

 There were 654 incidents recorded (almost 2 incidents reported each day on average!) 

 WSDOT and WSP say that driver distraction and inattention are very common causes of the incidences they respond to on a daily basis.  My office handles many auto 

 Here are some of the explanations or reasons I see in my practice as to why the accident took place.  The person who caused the accident was at the 

up; talking on a cell phone;  texting on a cell phone;  taking photos with the cell phone;  talking to a passenger in the back seat.; trying to read a 

document while driving;  fell asleep;  playing with the radio;  holding a pet dog or cat; eating food. 

People need to remember that they should focus 100% of their attention on the road and vehicle ahead! � 

Reduction in pedestrian deaths between 1997 and 

Reduction in pedestrian injuries between 1997 and 

The total cost of pedestrian death and injury among 
children ages 14 and younger is $5.2 billion per year 

Accident victims in Washington state can get a FREE copy of 

Seattle attorney Chris Davis’ book by visiting  

www.WashingtonAccidentBook.com.   
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2101 Fourth Avenue 
Suite 630  
Seattle, WA 98121 
206-727-4000 
 

www.DavisLawGroupSeattle.com 

Get Connected To Chris Davis & Davis Law Group 

Twitter http://twitter.com/Chris_Davis 

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=787473763 

LinkedIn  http://www.linkedin.com/in/christophermdavis 

MySpace http://www.myspace.com/davislawgroup 

Seattle Attorney Chris Davis  
Featured On CNN’s Anderson Cooper 
360 To Offer Legal  
Opinion On Natasha Richardson  
Traumatic Brain Injury 
Accident Case 

O 
n March 20, 2009 producers from 

CNN’s Anderson Cooper 360 con-

tacted Davis Law Group founder Chris 

Davis to ask his opinion on the cir-

cumstances surrounding the death of movie and 

Broadway actress Natasha Richardson.  Richard-

son died on March 18th after a traumatic brain 

injury during a skiing accident at a Canadian ski 

resort.   

 

For video and the entire transcript of the inter-

view visit our website at www.DavisLawGroupSeattle.com. 

The Ten Biggest Mistakes That Can Wreck Your Washington Accident Case covers a wide array of 
accident claims topics such as, who should pay your medical bills and lost wages.  The book also de-

tails how to work with a claims adjustor, medical treatment considerations, and how determine if you 
really need the assistance of a lawyer.   

 
Little Kids, Big Accidents: What Every Parent Should Know About Children & Accidents  Get basic 

facts about typical accident claims involving children.  The book defines the legal and settlement 
process for child injury claims; gives tips on dealing with insurance companies; offers insight into how 

to determine the value of a child injury claim; and discusses common questions and legal issues that 
are often present in cases involving children.  

 
When The Dog Bites: The Essential Guide To Dog Bite Claims In Washington This book explores the legal rights of dog bite victims; outlines the legal and settle-

ment process for dog bite claims; gives tips on dealing with insurance companies; answers common questions asked by dog owners and bite victims; and address 
legal issues that are often found in animal attack cases.  

 

To Get Your Free Copy Of Any Of These Books Visit:  www.DavisLawGroupSeattle.com  

FREE BOOKS FOR ACCIDENT VICTIMS 

Davis Law Group Is Very Proud To Be The Official  Davis Law Group Is Very Proud To Be The Official  Davis Law Group Is Very Proud To Be The Official  Davis Law Group Is Very Proud To Be The Official      
Helmet Sponsor For STAR 101.5’s Helmet Sponsor For STAR 101.5’s Helmet Sponsor For STAR 101.5’s Helmet Sponsor For STAR 101.5’s Bikes for Kids ProgramBikes for Kids ProgramBikes for Kids ProgramBikes for Kids Program    

Davis Law Group is pleased to sponsor the STAR 101.5 Kent and Alan's Bikes for Kids program.   

Nominate a local, deserving child to get a new bike, helmet, and lock!  The program will be giving away 

a new bike EVERY weekday in April! Then, EVERY Wednesday May through October! 


